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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 3291 

1. ON MAY 3 FEDERAL POLICE ARRESTED FORMER BOLIVIAN VICE PRES- 
IDENT IUAN LECHIN. WHILE NO FORMAL CHARGES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED, 
EMBASSY FINDS IT STRANGE THAT THE ARREST ORDER WAS SIGNED BY 

A FEDERAL IUDGE WHICH WOULD INDICATE CRIMINAL CHARGES, RATHER 
THAN BY THE INTERIOR MINISTER WHO NORMALLY HAS IURISDICTION 
OVER SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY. 

2. IN ADDITION TO LECHIN, CONFLICTING NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS INDI 
CATE THAT SEVERAL OTHER PROMINENT BOLIVIAN EXILES WERE ALSO 
EITHER ARRESTED OR SEARCHED AND RELEASED. AMONG THEM WERE FORMER 
HEAD OF NATIONAL TELEVISION TED CORDOVA-CLAURE, AS WELL AS 

JORGE AND SAMUEL GALLARDO, MARCELLO QUIROGA SANTA CRUZ (EX- 
MINISTER OF ENERGY) AND OSCAR PENA (EX-SUBSECRETARY OF INFOR- 
MATION). 

3. EMBOFF HAS CONFIRMED THROUGH PRIVATE SOURCE THAT TED CORDOVA 
IS STILL BEING HELD. EMBASSY IS DISCREETLY ATTEMPTING TO 
ASCERTAIN REASON FOR ARRESTS. 

4. LOCAL PRESS REPORT MAY 7 QUOTES PRESIDENT BANZER AS SAYING 
HE HAD ASKED ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES TO CONTROL THE "ACTIVITIES 
AND EXPRESSIONS" OF THE EXILES BUT ASSERTS HE DID NOT ASK FOR 

A "POLICE RAID ". 
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